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Aging Room Small Batch M356 Presto Dom. Rep. 94
Cohiba 1966 Edición Limitada 2011 Cuba 94
La Reloba Selección Sumatra Torpedo Nicaragua 94
Diamond Crown Julius Caeser Pyramid Dom. Rep. 93
H. Upmann Royal Robusto Cuba 93
Illusione Epernay Le Taureau Honduras 93
Padrón Serie 1926 No. 9 Maduro Nicaragua 93
Partagás Serie E No. 2 Cuba 93
Alec Bradley Vice Press 6T4 Honduras 92
Casa Fernandez Miami Toro U.S.A. 92
H. Upmann No. 2 Cuba 92
La Reloba Selección Sumatra Robusto Nicaragua 92
Montecristo No. 2 Cuba 92
Padilla Dominus Double Robusto Honduras 92
Partagás Salomon Cuba 92
Partagás Serie P No. 1 Cuba 92
Ramon Allones Especiales Exclusivo Suiza Cuba 92
Savinelli Dos Campeones Sixto Trabajador Nicaragua 92
Trinidad Fundador Cuba 92
601 La Bomba Nuclear Nicaragua 91
Aging Room Small Batch M356 Rondo Dom. Rep. 91
Alec Bradley New York Empire Toro Honduras 91
Berger & Argenti Entubar Quad Torpedo Maduro Nicaragua 91
Cohiba Esplendido Cuba 91
Cohiba Robusto Cuba 91
Cuaba Salomon Cuba 91
Don Diego Fuerte By Omar Ortez Belicoso Nicaragua 91
E.P. Carrillo New Wave Connecticut Stellas Dom. Rep. 91
Four Kicks Corona Gorda Dom. Rep. 91
Hoyo de Monterrey Short Hoyo Pirámides EL 2011 Cuba 91
Illusione Epernay L’Alpiniste Honduras 91
Illusione Epernay La Vie Honduras 91
Master By Carlos Toraño Robusto Nicaragua 91
Montecristo 75th Aniversario No. 4 Dom. Rep. 91
Padilla Dominus Torpedo Honduras 91
Padilla Miami 8&11 Robusto U.S.A. 91
Padrón Family Reserve No. 85 Maduro Nicaragua 91
Padrón Serie 1926 40th Anniversary Maduro Nicaragua 91
Padrón Serie 1926 No. 2 Belicoso Maduro Nicaragua 91
Padrón Serie 1926 No. 6 Maduro Nicaragua 91
Punch Punch Cuba 91
Quesada Selección España Short Robusto Dom. Rep. 91
San Cristobal Elegancia Robusto Nicaragua 91
San Cristobal Elegancia Pyramid Nicaragua 91
Ramon Allones Allones Extra Edición Limitada 2011 Cuba 91
Romeo y Julieta Churchill Cuba 91
Romeo y Julieta Exhibición No. 4 Cuba 91
Warlock Robusto Nicaragua 91
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CIGAR INSIDER SPECIAL REPORT: 2011 YEAR IN REVIEW 
by GreGory moTToLa

This was an interesting year for cigar smokers, with plenty of high quality, high-scoring smokes rated by Cigar Insider.  
Some hail from iconic brands, while others come from smaller producers. The selection was diverse and the scores were 

strong. Although there weren’t nearly as many high scoring smokes as in 2010, the year 2011 had plenty to offer a cigar  
aficionado in terms of quality and dynamic tobacco. 

Source: Cigar InsiderSource: Cigar Insider
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 H. Upmann, Cuba (2) 92.5

 Montecristo, Cuba (1) 92.0

 Partagás, Cuba (4) 91.8

 Illusione Epernay (3) 91.7

 Cuaba, Cuba (1) 91.0

 Hoyo de Monterrey, Cuba (1) 91.0

 Padilla Miami 8&11 (1) 91.0

 Padrón Family Reserve Maduro (1) 91.0

 Padrón Serie 1926 Maduro (6) 91.0

 Punch, Cuba (1) 91.0

 Ramon Allones, Cuba (3) 91.0

 Aging Room Small Batch M356 (4) 90.8

 Cohiba, Cuba (7) 90.4

 La Reloba Selección Sumatra (4) 90.3

 Romeo y Julieta, Cuba (4) 90.3

 Alec Bradley Vice Press (3) 90.0

 Arturo Fuente Añejo (1) 90.0

 Diamond Crown Julius Caeser (4) 90.0

 Illusione Singulare (1) 90.0

 La Flor de Cano, Cuba (1) 90.0

 La Gloria Cubana, Dom. Rep. (1) 90.0

 La Gloria Cubana Artesanos de Obeliscos, Dom. Rep. (1) 90.0

 Montecristo 75th Aniversario, Dom. Rep. (5) 90.0

 Padilla Dominus (6) 90.0

 Saint Luis Rey, Cuba (1) 90.0

 Tatuaje Monster Series (1) 90.0

 Trinidad, Cuba (2) 90.0

 Casa Fernandez Miami (4) 89.8

 Four Kicks (4) 89.8

 Quesada Selección España (3) 89.7

 Gurkha Cellar Reserve 15 (5) 89.4

 Swag (6) 89.3

 San Cristobal Elegancia, Nicaragua (5) 89.2

 Berger & Argenti Entubar Quad Maduro (4) 89.0

 Casa Magna Colorado (1) 89.0

 Casa Magna Domus Magnus Limitada (2) 89.0

 E.P. Carrillo New Wave Connecticut (4) 89.0

 Forcade (1) 89.0

 Jaime Garcia Reserva Especial (1) 89.0

 Master by Carlos Toraño (3) 89.0

 Por Larrañaga, Cuba (2) 89.0

 Thunder by Nimish (3) 89.0

 Warlock (5) 89.0

 Alec Bradley New York (5) 88.8

 Don Diego Fuerte by Omar Ortez (5) 88.8

 Undercrown (4)  88.8

 Ashton Virgin Sun Grown (12) 88.7

 Fonseca CXX Anni Rarissimus, Dom. Rep. (3) 88.7

 La Libertad (5) 88.6

 Pedro Martín Ruby (4) 88.5

 Savinelli Dos Campeones Sixto (4) 88.5

 Viaje Summerfest 2011 (2) 88.5

 Liga Privada T52 (5) 88.4

 Nestor Miranda Art Deco (3) 88.3

 Alec Bradley American Classic Blend (5) 88.2

 601 La Bomba (4) 88.0

 Cain Daytona (5) 88.0

 La Flor Dominicana Double Ligero (1) 88.0

 Liga Privada Único Serie (1) 88.0

 PDR 1878 Cubano Especial Capa Madura (8) 88.0

 Punch Rare Corojo, Honduras (1) 88.0

 Schrader Hispañola (1) 88.0

 Fausto by Tatuaje (5) 87.8

 Sencillo (5) 87.6

 Cain F (2) 87.5

 Davidoff Puro D’Oro (2) 87.5

 La Gloria Cubana, Cuba (2)  87.5

 Quesada Oktoberfest (2) 87.5

 Macanudo Crü Royale (4) 87.3

 San Lotano Maduro (4) 87.3

 Ted’s Made by Hand Connecticut (3) 87.3

 E.P. Carrillo Elencos Series (3) 87.0

 Zino Platinum Z-Class Series (4) 86.8

 Casa Miranda (3) 86.7

 Marco V Platinum Grand Reserve (3) 86.7

 Savinelli Dos Campeones Coraje (4) 86.5

 Hammer + Sickle Berlin Wall (3) 86.3

 Avo (1) 86.0

Source: Cigar Insider
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 1. Figurado 56 Cigars 89.5

 2. Panetela 8 Cigars 89.4

 3. Odd 6 Cigars 89.3

 4. Robusto 58 Cigars 89.0

 5. Churchill 24 Cigars 88.8

 5. Double Corona 4 Cigars 88.8

 5. Petite Corona 5 Cigars 88.8

 8. Corona Gorda 74 Cigars 88.5

 9. Lonsdale 5 Cigars 88.4

 10. Corona 11 Cigars 88.0

AverAge Score by Size

Source: Cigar Insider

Over the last twelve months, the Cigar Insider tasting 
panel rated 251 cigars, and gave 48 of those smokes our 
label “Humidor Selection.” This accolade is given to cigars 
that score 91 points or more, smokes that you should seri-
ously consider buying and aging in your humidor, in hopes 
they will improve and mature into even greater cigars over 
time. Although the year’s showing was impressive, there 
were fewer Humidor Selections in 2011 than in 2010, 
which saw 60, or even 2009, when there were 54.

While no cigar earned our “classic” rating of 95 points 
this year, three cigars scored 94 points, our best score of 
the year. The Aging Room Small Batch M356 Presto, a 
small robusto made at Jochi Blanco’s Tabacalera La Palma 
factory in the Dominican Republic, scored 94. It tied with  
Cuba’s Cohiba 1966 Edicíon Limitada 2011 and the 
La Reloba Selección Sumatra Torpedo made at My 
Father Cigars S.A. in Nicaragua. All three hailed 
from different countries and although stylistically  
different, all had remarkably unique flavor, near-perfect 
construction and the quality of tobacco that exemplifies 
the art and craft of cigar manufacturing. The Aging Room 
Small Batch is made from only Dominican Tobacco. The 
Cohiba, like all Cuban cigars, is made entirely from Cuban 
tobacco and was a limited-edition cigar created to commem-
orate the 45th anniversary of the brand. The La Reloba is a 
blend of Nicaraguan and Ecuadoran tobacco and at $6.50 
per cigar it is quite a bargain for such a high-scoring smoke.

Five cigars scored 93 points: the Diamond Crown Julius 
Caeser Pyramid from the Dominican Republic, Illusione 
Epernay Le Taureau from Honduras, the Padrón Serie 1926 
No. 9 Maduro from Nicaragua, and the H. Upmann Royal 

Robusto and Partagás Serie E No. 2 from Cuba. There was 
a steep drop from the 13 cigars that scored 93 last year. 

In this issue we like to take a closer look at the brands 
we’ve rated over the year, and one of the ways we do that 
is by analyzing the average score by brand (see table, page 
two). At the top of the list is H. Upmann from Cuba. This 
was not a vertical tasting of the entire line, but rather was 
a sample of two cigars that averaged 92.5 points, out-
standing on our 100-point scale. One was the H. Upmann 
No. 2, part of the Habanos S.A. regular-production port-
folio, the other the H. Upmann Royal Robusto, a special 
cigar made this year exclusively for sale at the La Casa del 
Habano franchise.

The next highest scoring brand average (discounting 
those brands where only one cigar was rated) also came 
from Cuba: Partagás. The line averaged 91.8 points with a 
tasting that included a pair of new cigars, the new Serie E 
No. 2 and Serie D No. 5, as well as the Serie P No. 1 and 
the Salomon. Only a fraction of a point behind was a new 
trio of box-pressed Illusione Epernay cigars released this 
year. They averaged 91.7 points. Always a high achiever, 
the Padrón Serie 1926 Maduro line averaged 91.0 points 
across a vertical of six cigars, none of which scored below 
90 points. It tied with the Cuban Ramon Allones, which 
also scored 91.0. 

This was another stellar year for Cuba. We rated a total 
of 32 Cuban cigars in 2011, and they scored an average of 
90.5 points. Twelve of the 14 different Cuban cigar brands 
that we rated averaged 90 points or higher: H. Upmann, 
Montecristo, Partagás, Cuaba, Hoyo de Monterrey, Punch, 
Ramon Allones, Cohiba, Romeo y Julieta, La Flor de Cano, 
Saint Luis Rey and Trinidad. The lowest scoring Cuban 
brand was La Gloria Cubana, but that still managed an 
average of 87.5 points.

Recent vintage Cuban cigars are of exceptional quality.  
An amazing 81.3 percent of the Havana smokes we rated in  
2011 scored 90 points or higher. The next closest was  
Honduras, which saw almost half (44.8 percent) of its  
cigars rated 90 points or higher and had an average score of 
89. Cigars made in the United 

AverAge Score by coUNtry

1. Cuba 32 Cigars 90.5

2. Honduras 29 Cigars 89.0

3. U.S.A. 8 Cigars 88.8

4. Nicaragua 92 Cigars 88.7

5. Dom. Rep. 90 Cigars 87.6

Source: Cigar Insider
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 94 Aging Room Small Batch M356 Presto $7.25 48 4 1/2" Dominican Republic

 94 Cohiba 1966 Edición Limitada 2011 £38.70 52 6 1/2" Cuba

 94 La Reloba Selección Sumatra Torpedo $6.50 52 6 1/8" Nicaragua

 93 Diamond Crown Julius Caeser Pyramid $17.30 52 6 1/2" Dominican Republic

 93 H. Upmann Royal Robusto £17.40 52 5 3/8" Cuba

 93 Illusione Epernay Le Taureau $11.25 56 5 1/2" Honduras

 93 Padrón Serie 1926 No. 9 Maduro $18.80 56 5 1/4" Nicaragua

 93 Partagás Serie E No. 2 £21.88 54 5 1/2" Cuba

 92 Alec Bradley Vice Press 6T4 $7.60 64 5" Honduras

 92 Casa Fernandez Miami Toro $7.50 52 6 1/2" U.S.A.

 92 H. Upmann No. 2 £17.50 52 6 1/8" Cuba

 92 La Reloba Selección Sumatra Robusto $5.60 50 5" Nicaragua

 92 Montecristo No. 2 £18.60 52 6 1/8" Cuba

 92 Padilla Dominus Double Robusto $10.56 54 5" Honduras

 92 Partagás Salomon £23.00 57 7 1/4" Cuba

 92 Partagás Serie P No. 1 £20.20 50 5" Cuba

 92 Ramon Allones Especiales Exclusivo Suiza 16.00 Sw.Fr. 52 4 1/2" Cuba

 92 Savinelli Dos Campeones Sixto Trabajador $8.70 56 4" Nicaragua

 92 Trinidad Fundador £22.80 40 7 1/2" Cuba

 91 Alec Bradley New York Empire Toro $12.75 54 6" Honduras

 91 Berger & Argenti Entubar Quad Torpedo Maduro $12.99 56 6 7/8" Nicaragua 

 91 601 La Bomba Nuclear $8.60 50 6" Nicaragua

 91 Aging Room Small Batch M356 Rondo $7.69 50 5" Dominican Republic

 91 Cohiba Esplendido £32.99 47 7" Cuba

 91 Cohiba Robusto £20.63 50 4 7/8" Cuba

 91 Cuaba Salomon £27.99 57 7 1/4" Cuba

 91 Don Diego Fuerte by Omar Ortez Belicoso $6.50 54 6" Nicaragua

 91 E.P. Carrillo New Wave Connecticut Stellas $4.50 42 5 1/8" Dominican Republic

 91 Four Kicks Corona Gorda $6.95 46 5 5/8" Dominican Republic

 91 Hoyo de Monterrey Short Hoyo Pirámides Edición Limitada 2011 £15.14 46 5 3/8" Cuba

 91 Illusione Epernay L’Alpiniste $12.00 56 6 3/4" Honduras

 91 Illusione Epernay La Vie $11.75 56 6 3/4" Honduras

 91 Master by Carlos Toraño Robusto $5.60 50 5" Nicaragua

 91 Montecristo 75th Aniversario No. 4 $10.00 44 5" Dominican Republic

 91 Padilla Dominus Torpedo $10.86 52 6 1/4" Honduras

 91 Padilla Miami 8&11 Robusto $10.00 50 5" U.S.A.

 91 Padrón Family Reserve No. 85 Maduro $20.00 50 5 1/4" Nicaragua

 91 Padrón Serie 1926 40th Anniversary Maduro $25.90 54 6 1/2" Nicaragua

 91 Padrón Serie 1926 No. 2 Belicoso Maduro $16.80 52 5 1/2" Nicaragua

 91 Padrón Serie 1926 Maduro No. 6 $12.70 50 4 3/4" Nicaragua

 91 Punch Punch £13.52 46 5 5/8" Cuba

 91 Quesada Selección España Short Robusto 4.95 Euro 50 4" Dominican Republic

 91 Ramon Allones Allones Extra Edición Limitada 2011 £14.27  44 5 5/8" Cuba

 91 Romeo y Julieta Churchill £19.47 47 7" Cuba

 91 Romeo y Julieta Exhibición No. 4 £12.16 48 5" Cuba

 91 San Cristobal Elegancia Robusto $6.40 50 5" Nicaragua

 91 San Cristobal Elegancia Pyramid $6.90 52 6 1/8" Nicaragua

 91 Warlock Robusto $6.25 54 4 3/4" Nicaragua

Source: Cigar Insider

2011 HUMIDOR SELECTIONS
SCORE BRAND PRICE RING LENGTH COUNTRY
   GAUGE
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 doMiNicAN repUbLic

 Aging Room Small Batch M356 4 90.8 $7.88

 Arturo Fuente Añejo 1 90.0 $10.00

 Diamond Crown Julius Caeser 4 90.0 $14.30

 La Gloria Cubana 1 90.0 $5.00

 La Gloria Cubana 

 Artesanos de Obeliscos 1 90.0 $9.00

 Montecristo 75th Aniversario 5 90.0 $15.90

 Four Kicks 4 89.8 $7.90

 Quesada Selección España 3 89.7 $6.83

 Gurkha Cellar Reserve 15 5 89.4 $10.65

 Swag 6 89.3 $5.42

 E.P. Carrillo New Wave Connecticut 4 89.0 $5.75

 Ashton Virgin Sun Grown 12 88.7 $10.98

 Fonseca CXX Anni Rarissimus 3 88.7 $7.47

 La Libertad 5 88.6 $5.89

 La Flor Dominicana Double Ligero 1 88.0 $10.00

 PDR 1878 Cubano Especial Capa Madura 8 88.0 $6.05

 Schrader Hispañola 1 88.0 $26.95

 Davidoff Puro D’Oro 2 87.5 $12.55

 Quesada Oktoberfest 2 87.5 $8.45

 Macanudo Crü Royale 4 87.3 $6.27

 Ted’s Made by Hand Connecticut 3 87.3 $8.17

 E.P. Carrillo Elencos Series 3 87.0 $11.33

 Zino Platinum Z-Class Series 4 86.8 $9.75

 Marco V Platinum Grand Reserve 3 86.7 $6.00

 Avo 1 86.0 $17.50

 TOTAL 90 87.6 $9.93 

 NicArAgUA

 Padrón Family Reserve Maduro 1 91.0 $20.00

 Padrón Serie 1926 Maduro 6 91.0 $17.63

 La Reloba Selección Sumatra 4 90.3 $5.65

 Tatuaje Monster Series 1 90.0 $13.00

 San Cristobal Elegancia 5 89.2 $6.57

 Berger & Argenti Entubar Quad Maduro 4 89.0 $11.49

 Casa Magna Colorado 1 89.0 $12.95

 Casa Magna Domus Magnus Limitada 2 89.0 $9.45

 Forcade 1 89.0 $6.70

 Jaime Garcia Reserva Especial 1 89.0 $20.00

 Master by Carlos Toraño 3 89.0 $5.77

 Thunder by Nimish 3 89.0 $5.73

 Warlock 5 89.0 $6.65

 Don Diego Fuerte by Omar Ortez 5 88.8 $5.90

 Undercrown 4 88.8 $8.20

 Pedro Martín Ruby 4 88.5 $6.82

 Savinelli Dos Campeones Sixto 4 88.5 $9.03

 Liga Privada T52 5 88.4 $11.54

 Nestor Miranda Art Deco 3 88.3 $7.58

 Alec Bradley American Classic Blend 5 88.2 $4.95

 601 La Bomba 4 88.0 $8.44

 Cain Daytona 5 88.0 $6.12

 Liga Privada Único Serie 1 88.0 $12.00

 Fausto by Tatuaje 5 87.8 $8.70

 Cain F 2 87.5 $7.30

 San Lotano Maduro 4 87.3 $7.28

 Savinelli Dos Campeones Coraje 4 86.5 $9.03

 TOTAL 92 88.7 $9.46

 cUbA

 H. Upmann 2 92.5 £17.45

 Montecristo 1 92.0 £18.60

 Partagás 4 91.8 £19.73

 Cuaba 1 91.0 £27.99

 Hoyo de Monterrey 1 91.0 £15.14

 Punch 1 91.0 £13.52

 Ramon Allones 3 91.0 £12.88

 Cohiba 7 90.4 £21.98

 Romeo y Julieta 4 90.3 £14.15

 La Flor de Cano 1 90.0 £12.55

 Saint Luis Rey 1 90.0 £13.60

 Trinidad 2 90.0 £21.40

 Por Larrañaga 2 89.0 £16.95

 La Gloria Cubana 2 87.5 £17.71

 TOTAL 32 90.5 £17.40 

 hoNdUrAS 

 Illusione Epernay 3 91.7 $11.67

 Alec Bradley Vice Press 3 90.0 $8.20

 Illusione Singulare 1 90.0 $12.00

 Padilla Dominus 6 90.0 $10.30

 Alec Bradley New York 5 88.8 $12.60

 Viaje Summerfest 2011 2 88.5 $9.17

 Punch Rare Corojo 1 88.0 $6.50

 Sencillo 5 87.6 $8.26

 Hammer + Sickle Berlin Wall 3 86.3 $8.30 

 TOTAL 29 89.0 $9.67
 

 U.S.A. 

 Padilla Miami 8&11 1 91.0 $10.00

 Casa Fernandez Miami 4 89.8 $7.73

 Casa Miranda 3 86.7 $10.50

 TOTAL 8 88.8 $9.05

ANALYSIS BY COUNTRY
BRAND   CIGARS AVERAGE AVERAGE
    SCORE PRICE

BRAND   CIGARS AVERAGE AVERAGE
    SCORE PRICE

Note: All Cuban cigar prices have been converted into British pounds and Quesada España prices have been 
 converted from Euros to U.S. dollars for sake of comparison.      Source: Cigar Insider
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MIAMI-MADE OLIVA SERIE V
by daVid SaVona 

 

Oliva Cigar Co. is working on a Miami-
made Oliva Serie V. The company just 

moved into a new Miami facility and next 
month it will begin making preparations to 
roll cigars.  

“We moved in about a month ago. We will 
begin setting up the rolling room in January,” 
said José Oliva, president of the company. 

Before this project Oliva was making all of  
its cigars in Nicaragua. The Serie V line is its 
premiere product, rolled by only 22 workers, 
who are paid a salary, not by the cigar, as are 
other factory workers. “Serie V remains special 
because of the attention to detail and the limited 
number of cigars made each year,” said Oliva. 
An Oliva Serie V has made Cigar Aficionado’s 
Top 25 list for four years in a row, from 2007 to 
2010, the most current list published. 

The Miami Serie V will have some nice 
touches making it different from the Nicara-
gua version. The company will list production 
totals, who made the smoke, how long it was 
aged, as well as other details. 

Look for more information in an upcoming 
Cigar Insider.  n

LONGEST ASH CONTEST
by andrew naGy

The next time you’re smoking an H. Upmann cigar, be 
wary of how you ash—you could end up within the 

pages of your favorite cigar magazine. 
H. Upmann and Cigar Aficionado have teamed up to cre-

ate a contest where a photograph of your long, unbroken ash 
could land you two tickets to your choice of either the New 
York or Las Vegas Big Smokes. 

In addition, the winner will be featured in an advertise-
ment that runs in Cigar Aficionado magazine, plus receive 
a box of H. Upmann cigars and a one-year subscription to 
the magazine. 

Retailers all over the country are participating by host-
ing events in which attendees receive an H. Upmann 1844  
Reserve cigar, t-shirts, paper rulers to measure the ash and a 
special golf tool. 

To find a participating retailer, visit http://longestashcontest.
cigaraficionado.com or follow on Twitter @LongestAsh.  n

 

2011 BEST BUYS

 90  Swag Quickie  $4.70

 89 Alec Bradley American Classic Blend Robusto  $4.50

 89 Alec Bradley American Classic Blend Torpedo  $5.00

 89 Cain Daytona 543  $4.70

 88 Alec Bradley American Classic Blend Churchill  $5.00

 88 Alec Bradley American Classic Blend Toro  $4.75

 88 La Reloba Selección Sumatra Corona  $4.50

 87 Don Diego Fuerte by Omar Ortez Corona  $5.00

Source: Cigar Insider

SCORE CIGAR PRICE
CIGAR NEWS

States followed with 88.8, then Nicaragua with 88.7 and 
the Dominican Republic with 87.6.

Ranked by size, no vitola averaged 90 points, but a few  
came close. Figurados averaged 89.5 while panetelas and  
odd sizes (shapes that don’t conform to our particular  
size categories) averaged 89.4 and 89.3 points, respectively. 
Robustos averaged 89 points. Churchills, double coronas  
and petit coronas tied, all averaging 88.8 points, followed by 
corona gordas and lonsdales. Coronas ranked last, averaging 
88.1 points.  

 As is often the case, the rise in quality comes at a price, 
namely that there are fewer bargains among the coterie 
of exceptional smokes. We named only eight Best Buys in 
2011—cigars that retail for $5 or less, with scores of 87 
points or higher. 

The top achiever of the Best Buy category scored 90 points 
and is made in the Dominican Republic. The Swag Quickie is 
a Dominican puro with big flavor that retails for only $4.70 
per cigar. When brand owner Alan Rubin released the Alec 
Bradley American Classic, he intended it to be a bargain cigar 
of premium quality. Four cigars from line made our list: The  
Robusto, Torpedo, Churchill and Toro—quite impressive. 
The La Reloba Selección Sumatra Corona from My Father 
Cigars and the Don Diego Fuerte By Omar Ortez Corona 
rounded out the list. 

So while there are fewer bargains, your odds of finding a 
great smoke are quite high, as almost 50 cigars—all of vary-
ing taste profiles and for varying budgets—exhibited very 
high quality this year. And while it isn’t likely that every 
Humidor Selection listed in Cigar Insider will be stocked 
by every tobacconist, you are bound to find at least one 
great smoke at your local cigar store. n

[continued from page 3]
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TASTING REPORT

601 LA BOMBA
Nicaragua

Nuclear 91
6" x 50  n  $8.60
Atom 89
5 1/2" x 46  n  $7.95
Atomic 86
6" x 60  n  $8.75
Napalm 86
5" x 52  n  $8.45

AGING ROOM SMALL BATCH M356
Dominican Republic

Presto 94
4 1/2" x 48  n  $7.25 
Rondo 91
5" x 50  n  $7.69
Mezzo 90
6" x 54  n  $8.06
Major 88
6 1/2" x 60  n  $8.50

ALEC BRADLEY  
AMERICAN CLASSIC BLEND
Nicaragua

Robusto 89
5" x 50  n  $4.50
Torpedo 89
6 1/8" x 52  n  $5.00
Churchill 88
7" x 48  n  $5.00
Toro 88
6" x 50  n  $4.75
Gordo 87
6" x 60  n  $5.50

ALEC BRADLEY NEW YORK
Honduras

Empire Toro 91
6" x 54  n  $12.75
Six Two 90
5 1/4" x 52  n  $11.90
Liberty Churchill 89
7" x 50  n  $12.75
Declaration Gran Toro 87
6" x 58  n  $13.87
Gotham Torpedo 87
6 1/8" x 54  n  $13.50

ALEC BRADLEY VICE PRESS 
Honduras 

6T4 92
5" x 64  n  $7.60
6T 89 
7" x 60  n  $8.5
6T2 89 
6 1/2" x 62  n  $8.50

ARTURO FUENTE AñEJO
Dominican Republic

Reserva No. 60 90
6 1/4" x 49  n  $10.00

ASHTON VIRGIN SUN GROWN
Dominican Republic

Belicoso No. 1 90
5 1/4" x 52  n  $10.05
Pegasus 90
5" x 54  n  $10.25
Eclipse 90
6" x 52  n  $12.00
Corona Gorda 89
5 3/4" x 46  n  $9.80 
Enchantment 89
4 3/8" x 60  n  $11.80
Torpedo 89
6 1/2" x 55  n  $12.05
Tres Mystique 89
4 3/8" x 44  n  $8.80  
Wizard 37 89
6" x 56  n  $12.80 
Spellbound 88
7 1/2" x 54  n  $13.80
Illusion 87
6 1/2” x 44  n  $9.80
Sorcerer 87
7" x 49  n  $10.60
Robusto 87
5 1/2" x 50  n  $10.05   

AVO 
Dominican Republic 

85th  86
6 5/8" X 50  n  $17.50

BERGER & ARGENTI 
ENTUBAR QUAD MADURO 
Nicaragua 

Torpedo 91
6 7/8" X 56  n  $12.99
Double Corona 90
7 5/8" X 54  n  $11.99
Robusto 88 
5 3/8" X 54  n  $10.99
Corona Macho 87
4 5/8" X 48  n  $9.99

CAIN DAYTONA 
Nicaragua 

543  89
5" X 43  n  $4.70
660 89 
6" X 60  n  $7.80

654T 88
6" X 54  n  $6.80
550 87
5" X 50  n  $5.80
646 87
6" X 46  n  $5.50

CAIN F 
Nicaragua 

Nub 464T 87
4" X 64  n  $7.50
Nub 460 88
4" X 60  n  $7.10

CASA FERNANDEZ MIAMI 
U.S.A. 

Toro  92
6 1/2" X 52  n  $7.50
Petit Robusto 90
4 1/2" X 52  n  $6.80
Toro Reserva 89 
6" X 54  n  $8.90
Torpedo 88
6 1/2" X 52  n  $7.70

CASA MAGNA COLORADO 
Nicaragua  

Lancero 89 
8 1/4" X 40  n  $12.95

CASA MAGNA DOMUS MAGNUS 
LIMITADA 
Nicaragua 

Primus 90
6 1/2" X 55  n  $9.95
Optimus 88 
5 3/4" X 52  n  $8.95

CASA MIRANDA 
U.S.A.

Toro 88
6" X 52  n  $10.50
Robusto 87
5" X 50  n  $10.00
Torpedo 85
6" X 52  n  $11.00

COHIBA
Cuba

1966 Edición Limitada 2011 94 
6	1/2" X 52  n     £38.70
Esplendido 91
7" X 47  n     £32.00
Robusto 91
4 7/8" X 50  n   £20.63   
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Corona Especial 90
6" X 38  n  £18.90
Lancero 90 
7 1/2" X 38  n  £22.80
Exquisito 89
5" X 33  n  £10.86
Panetela 88 
4 1/2" X 26  n  £9.04

CUABA 
Cuba 

Salomon 91 
7 1/4" X 57  n  £27.99

DAVIDOFF PURO D’ORO 
Dominican Republic 

Momentos 87 
4" X 41  n  $6.60
Eminentes 88
6 1/4" X 54  n  $18.50

DIAMOND CROWN  
JULIUS CAESER 
Dominican Republic 

Pyramid 93
6 1/2" X 52  n  $17.30
Churchill 90 
7 1/4" X 52  n  $15.80
Robusto 89
4 3/4" X 52  n  $10.80
Toro 88
6" X 52  n  $13.30

DON DIEGO FUERTE  
BY OMAR ORTEZ 
Nicaragua 

Belicoso 91
6" X 54  n  $6.50
Robusto 89 
4 3/4" X 54  n  $5.50
Toro 89 
6" X 54  n  $6.00
Churchill 88
7" X 54  n  $6.50
Corona 87
5 1/2" X 44  n  $5.00

E.P. CARRILLO  
NEW WAVE CONNECTICUT 
Dominican Republic 

Stellas 91 
5 1/8" X 42  n  $4.50
Brilliantes 90 
5" X 50  n  $5.25
Gran Via 88 
7" X 49  n  $7.00

Divinos 87 
6" X 52  n  $6.25

E.P. CARRILLO ELENCOS SERIES 
Dominican Republic 

Acto Mayor 90 
6 1/4" X 52  n  $12.50
Don Rubino 87 
5 1/4" X 50  n  $9.50
Elites 84
6" X 54  n  $12.00

FAUSTO BY TATUAJE 
Nicaragua 

Avion 90 
6 3/4" X 52  n  $10.00
FT127 90 
5" X 54  n  $8.00
FT140 87 
5 1/2" X 52  n  $8.25
FT153 86 
6" X 50  n  $8.50
FT166 86 
6 1/2" X 48  n  $8.75

FONSECA CXX ANNI RARISSIMUS 
Dominican Republic 

Corona 90
6 3/8" X 46  n  $6.95
Robusto 88 
5 7/8" X 52  n  $7.50
Gordo 88 
4 7/8" X 60  n  $7.95

FORCADE 
Nicaragua 

Toro 89 
6" X 52  n  $6.70

FOUR KICKS 
Dominican Republic 

Corona Gorda 91 
5 5/8" X 46  n  $6.95
Piramide 90
6 1/8" X 52  n  $8.65
Robusto 90 
5" X 50  n  $7.60
Sublime 88
6" X 54  n  $8.40

GURKHA CELLAR RESERVE 15 
Dominican Republic 

Hedonism Grand Rothchild 90 
6" X 58  n  $10.94
Koi Perfecto #2 90 
4" X 58  n  $7.98

Prisoner Churchill 90 
7" X 54  n  $11.94
Kraken XO 89 
6" X 60  n  $12.94
Solara Double Robusto 88 
5" X 58  n  $9.44

H. UPMANN 
Cuba 

Royal Robusto 93 
5 3/8" X 52  n  £17.40
No. 2 92 
6 1/8" X 52  n  £17.50  

HAMMER + SICKLE BERLIN WALL 
Honduras 

Robusto 87 
5" X 50  n  $8.00
Churchill 86 
7" X 52  n  $8.60
Toro 86 
6" X 50  n  $8.30

HOYO DE MONTERREY 
Cuba 

Short Hoyo Pirámides 91  
Edición Limitada 2011
 5 3/8" X 46  n  £15.14

ILLUSIONE EPERNAY 
Honduras 

Le Taureau 93 
5 1/2" X 56  n  $11.25
L’Alpiniste  91
6 3/4" X 56  n  $12.00
La Vie 91
6 3/4" X 56  n  $11.75

ILLUSIONE SINGULARE 
Honduras 

Phantom 2010  90
6" X 50  n  $12.00

JAIME GARCIA RESERVA ESPECIAL 
Nicaragua 

Toro Limited Edition  89
6 1/2" X 52  n  $20.00

LA FLOR DE CANO 
Cuba 

Short Robusto Exclusivo Reino Unido 90 
4" X 50  n  £12.55

LA FLOR DOMINICANA  
DOUBLE LIGERO 
Dominican Republic 

Digger 88 
8 1/2" X 60  n  $10.00
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LA GLORIA CUBANA 
Cuba 

Inmensos 90 
6 1/2" X 54  n  £21.72
Triunfos Exclusivo Suiza 85 
6 1/4" X 50  n  20.00 Sw. Fr.

LA GLORIA CUBANA 
Dominican Republic 

Rabito de Cochino 90 
6 1/2" X 44  n  $15.00 (3 cigars)

LA GLORIA CUBANA  
ARTESANOS DE OBELISCOS 
Dominican Republic 

Obelisco 90  
5" X 57  n  $9.00

LA LIBERTAD 
Dominican Republic 

Box-Pressed Torpedo 90 

5 1/2" X 52  n  $6.30

Churchill 89 

6 1/2" X 50  n  $5.90

Short Perfecto 89 

5 1/4" X 54  n  $5.50

Robusto 88 

5" X 52  n  $5.25

Grand Robusto 87 

5" X 56  n  $6.50

LA RELOBA SELECCIóN SUMATRA 
Nicaragua 

Torpedo 94 

6 1/8" X 52  n  $6.50

Robusto 92

5" X 50  n  $5.60

Corona 88

5 5/8" X 46  n  $4.50

Toro 87

6 1/4" X 52  n  $6.00

LIGA PRIVADA T52 
Nicaragua 

Flying Pig 90 

4 1/8" X 60  n  $12.00

Belicoso Oscuro 89 

5" X 54  n  $11.95

Corona Doble 89 

7" X 54  n  $12.95

Stalk Cut Toro 89
6" X 52  n  $10.93
Cut Robusto 85 
5" X 52  n  $9.85

LIGA PRIVADA ÚNICO SERIE 
Nicaragua 

Dirty Rat 88 
5" X 44  n  $12.00

MACANUDO CRü ROYALE 
Dominican Republic 

Robusto 88 

5" X 50  n  $5.79

Gigante 87

6" X 60  n  $6.99

Lonsdale 87

6 1/2" X 42  n  $5.79

Toro 87 

6" X 54  n  $6.49

MARCO V PLATINUM  
GRAND RESERVE 
Dominican Republic 

Fabuloso 87 

6" X 48  n  $6.00

V. Gigante 87 

5" X 60  n  $6.00

XV Lancero 86 

7" X 38  n  $6.00

MASTER BY CARLOS TORAñO  
Nicaragua 

Robusto 91 

5" X 50  n  $5.60

Churchill 89 

7" X 50  n  $5.80

Torpedo 87  

6 1/4" X 52  n  $5.90

MONTECRISTO 
Cuba 

No. 2 92 
6 1/8" X 52  n  £18.60

MONTECRISTO  
75TH ANIVERSARIO 
Dominican Republic 

No. 4 91 
5" X 44  n  $10.00
Churchill 90 
7" X 54  n  $18.50
Edmundo 90 
5 5/16" X 52  n  $17.50

Lancero 90 
7 1/2" X 40  n  $15.00
No. 2 89 
6 1/8" X 52  n  $18.50

NESTOR MIRANDA ART DECO 
Nicaragua 

Robusto Grande 90 
5 1/2" X 54  n  $7.50
Coffee Break 88 
4 1/2" X 50  n  $6.65
6 x 60  87
6" X 60  n  $8.60

PADILLA DOMINUS 
Honduras 

Double Robusto 92 

5" X 54  n  $10.56

Torpedo 91 

6 1/4" X 52  n  $10.86

Churchill 90 

7" X 48  n  $11.00

Robusto 90 

5" X 50  n  $9.04

Toro 90 

6" X 52  n  $10.56

Corona Gorda 87 

5 3/4" X 46  n  $9.76

PADILLA MIAMI 8&11 
U.S.A. 

Robusto 91 
5" X 50  n  $10.00

PADRóN FAMILY RESERVE  
MADURO 
Nicaragua 

No. 85 Maduro 91 
5 1/4" X 50  n  $20.00

PADRóN SERIE 1926 MADURO 
Nicaragua 

No. 9 93 
5 1/4" X 56  n  $18.80
40th Anniversary 91 
6 1/2" X 54  n  $25.90
No. 2 Belicoso 91 
5 1/2" X 52  n  $16.80
No. 6 91  
4 3/4" X 50  n  $12.70
No. 1 90 
6 3/4" X 54  n  $20.80
No. 35 90
4" X 48  n  $10.80
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Corona 88 

5 1/2" X 46  n  $5.95
Imperial 87 
6" X 52  n  $6.75

SAN LOTANO MADURO 
Nicaragua 

Torpedo  88

6 1/2" X 52  n  $7.60

Churchill 87 

7" X 54  n  $7.60

Robusto 87 

5" X 52  n  $6.80

Toro 87 

6" X 52  n  $7.10

SAVINELLI  
DOS CAMPEONES CORAJE 
Nicaragua 

Apice 87 

6" X 54  n  $10.00

Centurion 87 

5" X 52  n  $9.20

Esteliano 86 

4 1/2" X 48  n  $8.20

Trabajador 86 

4" X 56  n  $8.70

SAVINELLI  
DOS CAMPEONES SIXTO 
Nicaragua 

Trabajador 92 

4" X 56  n  $8.70

Centurion 89 

5" X 52  n  $9.20

Esteliano 87 

4 1/2" X 48  n  $8.20

Apice 86 

6" X 54  n  $10.00

SCHRADER HISPAñOLA 
Dominican Republic 

Doco-Est MMIX-X 88 
7 1/2" X 56  n  $26.95

SENCILLO 
Honduras 

Short Churchill  90
6 1/4" X 48  n  $8.50
Gigante  88
6" X 60  n  $8.95
Pirámide 88 
6 1/8" X 54  n  $8.95

PARTAGÁS 
Cuba 

Serie E No. 2 93 
5 1/2" X 54  n  £21.88   
Salomon 92 
7 1/4" X 57  n  £23.00
Serie P No. 1 92 
5" X 50  n  £20.20 
Serie D No. 5 90 
4 3/8" X 50  n  £13.85

PDR 1878 CUBANO ESPECIAL 
CAPA MADURA 
Dominican Republic 

Toro 90 
6" X 52  n  $5.85
Torpedo  90
6 1/2" X 52  n  $6.15
Lancero 89 
7 1/4" X 38  n  $6.55
Corona 88 
5 1/4" X 44  n  $5.25
Double Robusto 88 
5 1/2" X 54  n  $5.65
Double Magnum 87
6" X 60  n  $6.75
Robusto 87 
5" X 52  n  $5.55
Churchill 85 
7" X 54  n  $6.65

PEDRO MARTíN RUBY 
Nicaragua 

Torpedo 90 

6 1/4" X 52  n  $6.90

Robusto 89 

5" X 50  n  $6.66

Toro 88 

6" X 52  n  $6.80

Churchill 87

7" X 48  n  $6.90

POR LARRAñAGA 
Cuba 

Regalias de Londres  
Exclusivo Reino Unido 90 
5 1/2" X 50  n  £18.00
Encantos Exclusivo Asia Pacífico 88 
6 3/4" X 43  n  193.00 H.K. dollars

PUNCH 
Cuba 

Punch 91 
5 5/8" X 46  n  £13.52

PUNCH RARE COROJO 
Honduras 

10th Anniversary 88 
5 1/2" X 50  n  $6.50

QUESADA OKTOBERFEST 
Dominican Republic 

Bavarian 88 
5 1/2" X 52  n  $7.95
Über  87
6" X 65  n  $8.95

QUESADA SELECCIóN ESPAñA 
Dominican Republic 

Short Robusto 91 
4" X 50  n  4.95 euro
Corona  90
5 1/2" X 42  n  4.85 euro
Robusto 88 
5" X 52  n  5.95 euro

RAMON ALLONES 
Cuba 

Especiales Exclusivo Suiza 92 
4 1/2" X 52  n  16.00 Sw. Fr.
Allones Extra Edición Limitada 2011 91 
5 5/8" X 44  n  £14.27
Allones Superiores 90 
5 5/8" X 46  n  £13.41

ROMEO Y JULIETA 
Cuba

Churchill 91  

7" X 47  n  £19.47

Exhibición No. 4 91 

5" X 48  n  £12.16

Julieta  90

4 3/4" X 33  n  31.00 Sw. Fr. (Tin of 5)

Regalias de Londres 89 

4 5/8" X 40  n  4.40 euro (italy)

SAINT LUIS REY 
Cuba 

Serie A 90 
5 5/8" X 46  n  £13.60

SAN CRISTOBAL ELEGANCIA 
Nicaragua 

Pyramid 91 
6 1/8" X 52  n  $6.90

Robusto 91 

5" X 50  n  $6.40

Churchill  89

7" X 50  n  $6.85
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Your Next CIGAR INSIDER Arrives 
on Tuesday, January 10.

Questions about your subscription?

Email:	caonline@mshanken.com.

IN THE NEXT 
CIGAR INSIDER

A vertical brand tasting from one 
of the biggest names in cigars, 
plus breaking news from around 
the cigar world. You'll read about it 
first in Cigar Insider. 

CIGAR AFICIONADO  
"BIG SMOKE"

For coverage of the 2011 Big Smokes,  

including an extensive photo gallery 

and coverage of our Las Vegas &  

New York Weekends, visit:  

CigarAficionado.com

2012 SCHEDULE COMING SOON

Double Robusto 86 
5 3/4" X 52  n  $7.95
Robusto 86 
5 1/4" X 50  n  $6.95

SWAG 
Dominican Republic 

Fierce 90 
6 1/2" X 52  n  $5.80
Infamous 90 
6" X 54  n  $5.60
Quickie 90 
5 1/2" X 42  n  $4.70
Ego 89 
6" X 60  n  $5.92
Elite 89 
7" X 38  n  $5.40
Lavish 88 
5" X 54  n  $5.10

TATUAJE MONSTER SERIES 
Nicaragua 

The Wolfman 90 
7 1/2" X 52  n  $13.00

TED’S MADE BY HAND  
CONNECTICUT 
Dominican Republic 

7 x 50 88 
7" X 50  n  $8.75
5 x 50 87 
5" X 50  n  $7.50
6 x 50 87 
6" X 50  n  $8.25

THUNDER BY NIMISH 
Nicaragua 

Torpedo 90 
6 1/4" X 54  n  $5.95
Toro 89 
6" X 52  n  $5.75
Robusto 88 
4 1/2" X 54  n  $5.50

TRINIDAD 
Cuba 

Fundador 92 
7 1/2" X 40  n  £22.80
Robusto T 88 
7/8" X 50  n  £20.00

UNDERCROWN 
Nicaragua 

Robusto 89 
5" X 54  n  $7.45

Corona Doble  89
7" X 54  n  $8.95
Gran Toro 89 
6" X 52  n  $7.95
Belicoso 88 
6" X 52  n  $8.45

VIAJE SUMMERFEST 2011 
Honduras 

Torpedo 89 
5 1/4" X 52  n  $9.00
Toro 88 
6" X 50  n  $9.33

WARLOCK 
Nicaragua 

Robusto 91 

4 3/4" X 54  n  $6.25

Belicoso  90

6" X 54  n  $7.25

Churchill 89 

7" X 54  n  $7.25

Toro  88

6" X 54  n  $6.75

Corona  87

5 1/2" X 44  n  $5.75

ZINO PLATINUM Z-CLASS SERIES 
Dominican Republic 

546P 88 

5 1/4" X 46  n  $9.00

550R 87 

4 7/8" X 50  n  $10.00

643C 87 

5 5/8" X 43  n  $8.00

654T 85 

5 7/8" X 54  n  $12.00
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